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DIFORMTION FROM OLLTZ VATSCH. 


The original lemp in the John Tilson heme 

a 

wag a decided help in the disseminetion of world 

news being an invaluable eid in reading the news- 
paper which came into Lis home. This sewspeper 


(nané forgotten) was published in Montreal & see 


John's copy required three weeks in transit from 


publisher to reader, ee.e Despite this fact the 


neighbors of Caledon gethéred from miles ebout 
° 

(particularly during water) at John's home once 

@ week to hear of the outside world. Obviously, 


individual reading was impossible, sc John read 


aloud to @ll, cosceee\ 


ie 
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ecccecsecoal oil“lamps hed came into existence, 

& Join ‘ilgon wos over in the van of progresse 
The lighting of the first in his home (charsoter 
{etic of 111) was en avent of ame inportance 

& apprehene ion. ‘The funily uns wrned to prt 
woll lack from the Canger sone as the explosive 


properties of ooayo12 had been heralded throughout 
. ’ 


© 
the country bef re its sdvent. 


% 
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Isenc Matson & Jane Tilson were married at . 

Charleston (now Caledon! by the Hev. 4. McFaule 
a 

The “best mn’ (John Matson) & the bridesm id 


(tertha “Nelson! were chortly afterwards bride & 


groon thenselvese Isaac Matson & bride spent their 


honeymoo: at Ohurch Valls a little way from Charleston 


which it appesrs wes © sort of meces for honeymooners — 


C) in those days os Miagare falls ms later. 
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1 Docs, 1845, SH}, 100 acres bought for B75 by 
JOHN WILSON 
b. Scotland. Buried with wife in Alton Cem. 
a. Miss Barbour 
Children,- 
David 


4 CALEDON WEST. . 


Con.6, Lot Zé. John “ilson, 1643, 100 acres. 


a 
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ELI; 
‘ John Wilson, like the Matsons, had been 


_« ; 
born Anglican but appears to have held exceptionally 


liberal religious views for Jhis time. First 
we find him py re assisting in the milding 
of the Silver Creek Roman Catholic Chureh working 
faithfully with his santa who were its 
adherents. The names of a few such are knowm 
to his descendents by reaéon of his frequent 

© 


references to them as such excellent neighbors, 


We quote some surnames -- Murphy, sweeney, 


McCormick, MeDevitt (never pronouncodhusly 

Se by that generation ~-\always iieDade) and 

MoEachren (pronounced McCachrin & McCatharine) 
‘ | 

The last named just had to be assisted in eny- 

thing or everything, religios or otherwise, 


Cy because of an indissoluble bond of friendship | 


with the people cf John Wilson's wife who was 
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BELIGION con. 
a Nelson. The originel Nelson & the origins) 


a 
MoEachren had cane out together from Ireland 


when 

wxexm newly married couples. The men found their 
ae first employment in the Wellund section where 

wag 

a canal of sorts,being constrmmoted. After a 

time they arranged for-one man to stay on the 

job while the other located & claimed Crown 

Land for both. lis selegtion made (adjacent 


* © 


properties) & grant allowed, he hastily put 


, fe up one log hut & then went back to Welland to 


report. The four lived in the one cabin until 


was another was vonstmrayede 
p \ 4 

John Wilson's next churoh donstmoti a ” 

experience was with the Methodists. Primitive. 

tx & Wesleyan were erecting churches every little 


distance throughout vataric, their plen in this 


respect being radically different to Roman 


‘ Di | 


, ¥ ye t 
14 March, 1938. - : bry 


TION FROM SON. 72806 


HELIGION oon. 


Catholics & Anglicans who were more inclined to 
a 
concentrate at strategical centres, each church 


serving an éxtensive area. The Presbyterians 


at that date appear to heve adopted & canny, 


cautious Scotch middle course between these 
two extreme methods, by building just about the 


right number at the right places. However, an 


envoy of Methodism sougat parley with John : os 


© 


| Wilson concerning a small portion of his land 

for a church site. (just north of his orchard) 

fc. The parley was a brief duration for John offered 

! = sufficient ground fer all needs for the sum of 

one dollar (to make it legal) & assistence to 

| 
build. The arrangenent had mutual advantares. 
The Methodists received free land & 8 new edherente 


e John, received convenient relipious training for 


ona a rapidly increasing family. It appears that 


14 Merch, 1938. : be J 
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his nesrest Arg) ican church at thet tine was 

old St. James, (corner of 2nd line & 20 sideline, 
4lbion township), Thus we see that his daughter 
Jene (later Mrs. Iseac Latson) was raised 
Methodist (Wesleyan). but she appears to have 
lahaitved ae father's liberal tendencies. We 
find that shortly after coming to Albion she 


‘ 


attended both Anglican & Methodist services 


in No. 9, school, up the 7th line @ little way. 


(Anglican meetings were much more numerous in 
cd 5 that building) & a little later she & husband 
assisted to found the Falerave Primitive Methodist 
Shure. Had ‘ie Anglicans been first to build at 
| 
that point, Isaac & wife would hve helped 
. : just as cheefully with it & eiven continuous 
support. -They had absolutely none of the straight 
laced denominationalism which charecterized those 


Ge hag 


times. Sufficient proof lies in the fact that 
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at the time the Primitive wes erected, « Sesleyan . ~ 
a 

existed at Cedar Mills, xumem three & g lots 

south of their home & Anglican meetings were held — 

in the school one lot north of the home. To 


some extent they were following the A.R. centre 


centrelization trend because the combined stare, 


hotel & post office nad just moved to the new 
Palgrave site & the Bradley blacksmith business 
© 


had likewise drifted there, leaving only the 


school on that once busy lot of the 7th linee 


a 


a ; It did not follow to the new Falgrave site until 


pats 1900. i 
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